
WHAT WE WANT TO PROTECT
The people, our life styles, our environment----our 
water, air and the soil we grow our food on.
Watersheds:  Portage County is part of three 
important watersheds into Lake Erie---The 
Cuyahoga, Chagrin, & Grand---and two east and 
south into the Ohio River--the Mahoning and the 
Tuscarawas.  We owe it to ourselves, our neighbors 
and our environment to keep those waters clean.
Fresh local food, farmers’ markets, recreation and 
tourism: The Ohio Farm Bureau lists 18 local farms 
with farmers’ markets.  The Portage Development 
Board records over 700 farms.  The Portage Park 
District manages 1300 acres of parks & preserves 
with 14 miles of hike and bike trails.
Business:  Local Chambers of Commerce list 
over 50 small local businesses (including 9 
manufacturers).   Local businesses need a local 
government willing and able to protect and further 
their interests against outside corporate interests.
Higher Education: Kent State, a large regional 
public research university, Hiram, a small liberal 
arts private college, Northeast Ohio Medical 
University and Maplewood Career Center.   

PORTAGE COMMUNITY RIGHTS GROUP  

PCRG works with a network of other Ohio 
communities (www.OhioCRN.org) who are legalizing 
democracy by enacting local community rights 
legislation.  OHCRN is working to amend our state 
constitution. 
OHCRN works with the National Community 
Rights Network to assist state Community Rights 
Networks to educate people across the country on 
local, community self-governance and community 
rights.

JOIN US!
For more information:
•	 About meetings, activities, events, where you 

can sign the petition
•	 To read the complete charter & summary 
www.portagecommunityrightsgroup.org
info@portagecommunityrightsgroup.org  
or call 330-569-8671 or 330-569-7863.    

If you’re a registered Ohio voter, you can help us:
•	 Spread the word among your friends, relatives 

and neighbors
•	 Collect signatures until we reach our goal. 
•	 Donate (so we can print more handouts) online 

or by check made out to 
 Portage Community Rights Group 
and sent to POB 183 Hiram OH 44234.   

(PCRG is a PAC; donations are NOT tax deductible.) 

Paid for by Portage Community Rights Group
Mary Ellen Noss, Treasurer
POB 183, Hiram OH 44234 
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 PCRG:  WHO ARE WE?

We’re Portage residents who believe government 
is created to protect the rights of all.    We 
discovered that our state government issues 
permits that allow corporations to dispose of 
toxic waste below our aquafers---the source of all 
our drinking water.  In some parts of Ohio, our 
government can spread toxic radioactive “frack” 
waste on our roads.
We’ve realized that, when We The People can’t 
decide what we want in the community where 
we live, we don’t just have an environmental 
pollution problem, we have a democracy problem.
  

WHAT IS OUR DEMOCRACY PROBLEM?
Among our democracy problems:  State and 
federal preemption laws have taken away local 
decision-making.  These laws are often written 
by ALEC, (the American Legislative Exchange 
Committee, a non-governmental group of 
corporate leaders & legislators).  These laws 
increasingly take away everyone’s local rights by 
putting	corporate	privileges	&	profits	over	human	
rights.  Ohio and other states have taken away 
local rights to decide about predatory lending 

regulations, minimum wage laws, plastic bag bans, 
and oil & gas regulations.
The recently passed Ohio HB 463 (entitled “Real 
Property Foreclosures”) includes provisions having 
nothing to do with foreclosures:  one weakens 
housing civil rights laws, another gives unelected 
Boards of Election and the Secretary of State control 
over citizen-initiative petitions.   Finally, Ohio State 
law dictates that, while chartered municipalities’ 
residents have initiative and referendum rights, 
rural residents have no such rights.  
HOW CAN WE SECURE OUR DEMOCRACY?
PCRG reached out to CELDF (the Community 
Environmental Legal Defense Fund) for legal 
help in crafting a community rights charter, giving 
everyone equal rights of initiative & referendum, 
and the authority to protect our human rights and 
our environment, over corporate rights.
With a charter, Portage will no longer be a statutory 
county (in which state law directs every aspect of 
local government).  By joining Ohio’s two chartered 
counties (Summit & Cuyahoga), Portage will 
have authority to enact laws the residents want--
-protecting us, our environment---our water, air & 
soil.

THE RIGHTS OUR CHARTER SECURES:

* Upholds our right to self-determination, including 
the right to live in a sustainable environment and 
protect our life-sustaining air, water, soil.

* Affirms	that	human	rights	come	before	corporate	
privileges (which are granted by government).

* Ensures Portage citizens have equal rights to 
govern corporate activities, asserts everyone’s 
equal right to free & fair elections, & initiative, 
referendum, and recall.

* Keeps the same structure of  County Government 
while expanding its authority and responsibility to 
protect residents and the environment. 

* Asserts our right to own property and protects us 
against eminent domain for private gain rather than 
public use.

* Protects Portage residents’ right to a sustainable 
community, ensuring our right to decide what kind 
of energy, agriculture, water, construction, and 
other activities we want in our community.

* Allows for future changes Portage residents 
want.

2019 CHARTER DEADLINES
 We’re building our group to complete collecting 
signatures for the November 2019 election.  
We’ll need to turn in signatures at the end of 
June, 2019.  
Join us for our monthly meetings: the second 
Thursday of each month.  Contact us for details 
about our programs, projects and other news:  
info@portagecommunityrightsgroup.org
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